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CAUSE & EFFECT: 
The Interconnection of Social 
Issues and Domestic Violence

One in three women will experience domestic violence (DV) in her lifetime. DV does not occur in 
isolation; pathways exist to and from a whole spectrum of social issues. Individuals, families and 
communities experience these issues as deeply entwined and simultaneous, which calls for an 
integrated approach to addressing DV. The graphic below depicts three pathways from a much 
broader set of social issues.
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Broader structural factors, such as discriminatory policies and cultural norms, shape the expression 
of these social issues and their relationship with DV. This results in disparities and inequities based 
on race, ethnicity, geography, socio-economic status, sexual identity, among many others. It's time 
for leaders from multiple sectors to look at the whole picture and work together to 
develop bold response strategies that account for the complexity and scale of the issues.
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