Country Experiences with

Home-Based Records (HBR)

Results from Africa Respondents

Survey of country immunization experts - to understand 26 responses received from
current HBR needs and processes |8 countries in Africa
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Survey respondents’ views on the importance of the HBR as ...

Great Importance Less Important
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Communication messages for caregivers (e.g.
information on vaccines received)

As a reminder for caregivers to bring child for
immunization services

Use in surveys

As part of the set of data collection tools at the
facility (e.g. triangulated with tally sheets,
immunization register)

Tracking of individual child's

vaccination status

Reporting tool for use during
immunization session
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Ease of Use

80% of respondents are satisfied that the current | 76% of respondents are satisfied that the current
format of the immunization section is easy for | format of the immunization section is easy for
health workers to use | caregivers to use
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Almost 90% of respondents expressed interest in having additional discussions on the possible
redesign of their country’s HBR & 56% noted interest in receiving assistance to redesign their HBR

Summary of Findings

Although the majority of respondents note that the HBR sufficiently shows the antigens given and dates, the users
cannot always easily identify which antigens have not been received, nor the return date for the next
vaccination(s).

24% noted that the current format could be improved for use by caregivers.

Although the majority of respondents noted the importance of HBRs for surveys, reporting, and tracking, less
emphasis was given to the HBR within the set of immunization data tools and for communication with
caregivers.

Given new vaccine introductions and survey recommendations, HBRs need to be updated and improved in the
next two years, and there is interest in discussion of their redesign.

As the majority of HBRs include more than immunization, redesigns needed for the immunization section are
often delayed due to multiple partners involved and production costs.

There seems to be consensus among respondents that advocacy for and assurance of long-term printing and
distribution of HBRs are needed.

Please contact Lora Shimp (Ishimp@jsi.com) or Kirstin Krudwig (kkrudwig@jsi.com)
to learn more about how you can improve the availability and use of your HBR




